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Triple Champions: British Vita Racing and Tuning not only finished the 1968 season with their own cars carrying off three major trophies.
They also had the satisfaction of seeing many individual awards won by customers’ cars, tuned and prepared by B.V.R.T. staff

at Littleborough. Firme trois fois championne : Pour British Vita Racing and Tuning la saison 1968 a vu ses propres voitures
remporter trois trophées importants. De plus, lafirme a eu la satisfaction de voir de nombreux prix individuels attribués & des voitures de clients,
réglées et préparées par le personnel de B.V.R.T. a Littleborough. Dreifache Sieger: Die British Vita Racing and Tuning Ltd.

hatsich in der Saison 1968 nicht nur ihren eigenen Wagen drei gréssere Troph&enerrungen, sondern hat ausserdem noch die Genugtuung,
dass zahlreiche von der B.V.R.T. in Littleborough abgestimmte und vorbereitete Kundenwagen Einzelpreise davontrugen.
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: Youwant the
finest engine protection and
lower oil consumption?

Join the club.
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Castrol GTX
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All conversions and
components available
in Great Britain from

e Toutes les transformations

et fournitures
de piéces constituantes
sont assurées
en Grande Bretagne par

BQW&RGWD Limited

Fletchers Road Smithy Bridge Littleborough Lancashire

telephone
Littleborough 78239

Hours of business

Monday to Friday
900t05.30

Saturday 9.001012 .00

tél. no
Littleborough 78238

Heures d ouverture

Lundi & vendradi
900417.30

Samedi 3.00412.00

I — W |
Alle Umbaugarnituren
und Bauteile

in Grossbritanmien
erhaltlich von

farnruf
Littleborough 78239

Geschaftsstundan

Montags bis Freitags
900bis17.30

Samstags 9.00bis 12.00
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Enter the Mini-Buick

Surely the ultimate in Mini-motoring?
By ALLAN STANIFORTH

REAR VIEW of the Mini-Buick shows the twin megaphones and reversed cone

exhausts (above). THE CAR betrays lile from owiside—only 13-in. wheels ler into

modificd wheel arches and a pair of small louvrees at the back (top, right), TRANS-

MISSION funeel, switches, instruments and “long-reach” steering wheel and column

(above, righty. RAIMATOR, fuel tank and battery join the wiper motor wnder o light-

weivht bosnet (right). Hidden beneath the fuel tank is an E-type Jaguar diff. unit
) monnied in the modified sub-frame.

Possml.'r the quickest Mini in the world

with 155 b.h.p. fitted neatly in the boot,
was tested for the first time at Oulton Park by
its creator, northern racing driver and
tuner Harry Raltcliffe, recently. If there
are any challengers on its speed, it is hoped
to have a shattering 220 b.h.p. available
out of its 3i-litre Buick V8 by the time next
season begins, . ..

Designed as a serious attempt on saloon
car events where a change of engine is not
barred by regulations, the unit goes in so
neatly that two passenger seats are still
available in the back. Vitafoam, Ltd.,
sponsored the plan, and deputy chairman
Mr. Fearnley Parker was there to see the
car make its first test runs.

The Buick power unit, considerably
lighter than two back-seat passengers, sits
in a modilied rear sub-frame, driving for-
ward through a four-speed box and over-
drive and 3 ft. prop-shaft to an E-type Jaguar
diff. unit. Mini S-type drive shafts (which
may later be replaced with 1100 or 1800
parts) carry drive out to S-lype hubs and
brakes, and Sprite 5.50 shod 13-in. wheels.

These fit neatly into modified wheel arches
which, except for a slight bulge in the boot
lid, are virtually the only outward sign that
there is anything unusuial about the car.

Weight distribution has not yet been
checked by weighbridge, but a six-pallon
tank, radiator, battery and the heavy tinal
drive unit are all at the front, and should
lelp to keep things balanced.

Full instruments, including speedometer
and vil temperature gauge, will keep the con-
ductor informed.  Although there is a neat
stubby gear lever at the driver's hand, it
may not be seriously needed, as Harry's
first runs round Qulton were easily accom-
plished in top gear.

Current power figures are 155 b.hop. at
4400 rpm. Mods should make this
220 b.h.p. at 5800 r.p.m. and, with an
overdrive third and top, it is geared for
a modest 126 m.p.h.

“By the time the season opens, [ think
we shall have sorted out the roadholding,
and I hope it will prove some real opposi-
tion in saloon car circuit events,” said
Harry after the test.

AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 4, 1944




